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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: GOI OFEICIAL COMMENTS ON COMBINED NEWS AGENCY, FOREIGN 
NEWSMEN AND FOREIGN NEWS COVERAGE. 

BEGIN SUMMARY: INFORMATION MINISTER SHUKLA ANSWERED RAJYA 
SAB HA QUESTION SAYING GOI WOULD NOT SET UP ITS OWN CONSOLIDATED 
NEWS AGENCY BUT FAVORED A "VOLUNTARY MERGER OE NEWS AGENCIES." 
AT SAME SESSION DEPUTY INFORMATION MINISTER SINHA EXPLAINED 
THAT SIX FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT HAVE BEEN EXPELLED, 

FIETEEN HAVE BEEN NAMED FOR NO ENTRY TO INDIA AND ELEVEN HAVE 
BREN GIVEN WARNINGS ON CENSORSHIP VIOLATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE ANSWERS TO MINISTER OE INEORMATION AND BROADCASTING, 

V.C. SHUKLA AND DEPUTY MINISTER OF I & B, D.B. SINHA, TO 
QUESTIONS IN THE RAJYA SABHA YESTERDAY, RECEIVED PROMINENT 
PRESS COVERAGE ACROSS THE BOARD. 

2. MR. SHUKLA IS REPORTED SAYING: 

A. GOI IS NOT GOING TO GET UP ITS OWN NEWS AGENCY, BUT IT 
WOULD SUPPORT A "VOLUNTARY MERGER" OF THE FOUR EXISTING NEWS 
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SERVICES (PRESS TRUST OE INDIA, UNITED NEWS OE INDIA, 

HINDUSTAN SAMACHAR AND SAMACHAR BHARATI) TO FORM "A STRONG 
VIABLE AGENCY COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT OE GOVERNMENT-CONTROL." 
HE IS EURTHER REPORTED SAYING THAT NEWS AGENCIES AND RESOURCES 
"HAVE COME EORWARD EOR MERGING THEIR ASSTS AND RESOURCES 
TO EORM A NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY OE THEIR OWN." 

THE MINISTER CLAIMED THAT "TWO AGENCIES HAVE PASSED RESOLUTIONS 
SUPPORTING THIS CONCEPT" -SAMACHAR BHARATI AND UNI. "OTHER 
NEWS AGENCY BOARDS ARE MEETING TO CONSIDER THIS MATTER." 

MR. SHUKLA EURTHER MAINTAINED THAT GOI "NEVER INTENDED" OR 
WANTED TO SET UP A GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED NEWS AGENCY. "IE WE 
WANTED, WE COULD HAVE TWISTED THEIR ARMS, BUT WE HAVE NO SUCH 
DESIRE." 

(B) THE INFORMATION MINISTER CONTENDED THAT NEWS SUPPLIED 
BY UNI AND PTI DID NOT EULEIL "OUR REQUIREMENTS EITHER IN 
QUANTITY OR IN QUALITY." THIS WAS GIVEN AS THE REASON WHY THE 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ALL INDIA RADIO WAS DISCONTINUING ITS 
SUBSCRIPTION TO PTI AND UNI FROM FEBRUARY I, 1976. "THEIR 
COVERAGE OE INDIAN NEWS EOR THE FOREIGN PRESS HAD BEEN NEGLIBLE... 
THEIR NEWS HAD BEEN GENERALLY ELITE-BIASED AND ORIENTED TOWARD 
URBAN 

NEEDS. A LULL AND TRUTHEUL IMAGE TO HAPPENINGS IN INDIA HAD 
NOT BEEN PROJECTED TO THE WORLD OUTSIDE." HOWEVER, MR. SHUKLA 
ADDED, 

THE DECISION (DISCONTINUATION OE PTI AND UNI SERVICES) 

COULD BE REVIEWED "IE THERE ARE INDICATIONS OE SCOPE OE 
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE SERVICES OE NEWS AGENCIES." 
CONTINUING, THE MINISTER SAID THAT PTI AND UNI ORIGINATED EROM 
EOREIGN AGENCIES LIKE REUTERS AND ASSOCIATED PRESS AND THEIR 
"WAY OF WORKING, FROM THE COUNTRY'S POINT OF VIEW, NOT OE 
GOVERNMENT, IS UNSATISFACTORY." 

C. THE UPCOMING SINGLE NEWS AGENCY "WOULD BE FULLY 
AUTONOMOUS AND INDEPENDENT ... SO THAT WE DO NOT WANT 
ANYBODY TO FEEL THAT NEWS IS MANAGED OR CONTROLLED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT. " IT "WOULD BE MUCH LESS AMENABLE TO PRESSURES 
OE VARIOUS KINDS OF HARRASSMENT EITHER EROM THE GOVERNMENT OR 
EROM BIG BUSINESS." 

(D) ASKED WHETHER NEWS RELATING TO OPPOSITION PARTIES WAS 
BLACKED OUT BY GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ALL INDIA RADIO AND TV, 
SHUKLA SAID THAT SINCE PRE-CENSORSHIP WAS LIFTED, IF NEWSPAPERS 
DID NOT PRINT ANYTHING ABOUT THE OPPOSITION PARTIES, THE LATER 
SHOULD EIGHT IT OUT WITH THE NEWSPAPERS. "WE ARE NOT CONSORING 
ANY OR INTEREERING WITH THE PUBLICATION OP ANY OPPOSITION NEWS, 
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TO FURNISH THE REQUIRED UNDERTAKING TO ABIDE BY THE CENSOR- 
SHIP ORDER. ENTRY INTO INDIA OE EIETEEN EOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 
HAD BEEN BANNED. ELEVEN EOREIGN NEWSMEN HAD BEEN WARNED 
EOR VIOLATINGCENSORSHIP REGULATIONS." HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT 
WAS ALSO LOOKING INTO THE MATTER OE TV'S USAGE OE MOSTLY 
WEST GERMAN TV NEWS PROGRAMS. GOI IS LOOKING INTO IT AND IS 
"TRYING TO LIMIT THE COVERAGE OF FOREIGN NEWS IN TV SERVICE." 
COMMENT: IT SEEMS A EAIR AMOUNT OE HYPOCRISY IS PRESENT 
IN THIS EXPLANATION. IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE GOI HAS BEEN 
ANXIOUS TO GAIN A TIGHTER GRIP ON NEWS DISSEMINATION BOTH 
WITHIN AND OUTSIDE OE INDIA. A SINGLE, CONTROLLED NEWS AGENCY HAS 
BEEN RUMORED SINCE THE EARLY DAYS OF THE EMERGENCY. MORE RECENTLY 
THE EINANCIAL PROBLEMS OP BOTH MAJOR AGENCIES (PTI AND UNI) 

HAVE BEEN CITED AS REASON EOR A MERGER, BUT WE LEARN THIS IS 
DUE, IN NO SMALL PART, TO GOES EINANCIAL MANIPULATIONS. RENTAL 
PEES EOR BOTH SERVICES, WHICH ARE USED IN AIR'S NEWS ROOMS FOR 
RADIO AND TELEVISION, AS WELL NUMEROUS GOVERNMENT OPPICES IN 
DELHI AND ELSEWHERE, WERE ARBITRARILY SET BY GOI AT A PIGURE 
SUBSTANTIALLY BELOW WHAT IS CHARGED OTHER SUBSCRIBERS. PAY- 
MENTS EOR THESE ARE OFTEN IN ARREARS. BY PROVIDING OPPICIAL 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO A NEW CONSOLIDATED NEWS AGENCY, WHICH 
APPEARS AS THOUGH MOTIVATED BY THE WIRE SERVICES THEMSELVES, 

GOI SEEMS ABOUT TO ACHIEVE ITS PURPOSE, WITHOUT THE ONUS OP 
DIRECT CREATION. THERE WILL BE NO QUESTION OF WHERE CONTROL 
OP SUCH AN AGENCY LIES. IT REMAINS UNCERTAIN HOW THE NEW 
AGENCY WILL DEAL WITH EXISTING CONTRACTS WITH EOREIGN PRESS 
AGENCIES HELD BY THE PRESENT WIRESERVICE AGENCIES. 
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